
Mississippi Land Bank congratu-
lates borrowers for their accom-

plishments, as reported in the media. 
Following are some news items found in 
recent newspapers.

Emmett Williams of Senatobia was pictured 
in the Tate County Democrat at his recent 
retirement celebration. He retired from 
Entergy.

Abbott Myers, Alan Blaine, Jan Hill, Keith Morton 
and Ronnie Jones were featured in a Delta 
Farm Press article on April 29. Photos and 
interviews were from Mississippi Land 
Bank’s 2011 annual stockholders meeting.

Jan Hill, his son Jason and father, 
James, along with Brian Vance, were 
featured on the front page of 
Delta Farm Press on May 20. The 
Hills were interviewed about their 
cotton operation.

Abbott and Ransom Myers were fea-
tured on the front page of Delta 
Farm Press on July 8 in an article 

about their farming operation.

Charles Walker from Marks was pictured at 
the joint annual meeting of the Mississippi 
Boll Weevil Management Corp. and 
Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation’s 
cotton policy committee held in Grenada, 
Miss. The article and picture appeared in 
the July 15 edition of Delta Farm Press.

Bobbie Terry was recognized in the 
Pontotoc Progress for 20 years of service 
at North Mississippi Medical Center.

Joyce Vaughan of Shannon, Miss., was 
among those recognized at the Lee 

County School District reception. She 
retired after 34 years of service.

Matt Romkens was presented with the 2010 
Tree Farmer of the Year award at the 
Lafayette County Forestry Association 
meeting in May. He was pictured receiving 
his award from Garron Hicks, Mississippi 
Forestry Commission Service Forester.

Luke Hatcher, son of Lee and Wanda Hatcher, 
was pictured in the Pontotoc Progress in 
an article on the Pontotoc High School 
track and field teams. He finished second 
to qualify for the state championship meet 
that was held May 14.

Angie McDonald was honored at a Teacher 
of the Year reception. The 2010-2011 
honorees were pictured with the principal. 
She and her husband, Keith, live in Blue 
Springs, Miss.

Congratulations to Director Alan Blaine 
and his wife, Emily, on the birth of their 
daughter, Olivia Rose Blaine. 
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M I S S I S S I P P I  L A N D  B A N K 

At Mississippi Land Bank, we are commit-
ted to providing reliable financing to farmers 
and ranchers, and that includes those who are 
just getting started in the business and those 
who are running small operations. By financ-
ing customers who fit the criteria of young, 
beginning or small (YBS) farmers, we do our 
part to secure the future of this nation’s vital 
agricultural industry.

We have a deep understanding of agriculture 
and the many difficulties involved in start-
ing a new operation, transferring an existing 
operation or expanding into new commodities 
or territories. We have the expertise needed to 
finance many people who fit into the YBS group 
to the full extent of their creditworthiness. 

Here are some of the components of our YBS 
lending program:

Loan guarantee programs: We work 
closely with many government and farm 

organizations, including the FSA Guaranteed 
Loan Program, to assist farmers in getting 
and staying in business. 

Flexible loan terms: By using flexible loan 
terms and working closely with other orga-
nizations and governmental agencies, we 
can tailor loans to fit the unique situations 
of YBS borrowers. In addition, through our 
New Generation Loan Program, we offer 
reduced closing costs and special underwrit-
ing standards. 

AgFAST loan scoring program: AgFAST 
allows for quick loan approval for smaller loans 
and has been an asset for our YBS customers.

Sponsorships and scholarships: We 
actively support other programs, events, 
scholarships and educational activities that 
benefit YBS farmers and ranchers.

Definitions of  
Young, Beginning  
and Small Farmers

Young farmer – a farmer, 
rancher or producer or har-
vester of aquatic products who 
is age 35 or younger, as of the 
loan transaction date

Beginning farmer – a farmer, 
rancher or producer or har-
vester of aquatic products who 
has 10 years or less farming, 
ranching or aquatic experience, 
as of the loan transaction date

Small farmer – a farmer, 
rancher or producer or har-
vester of aquatic products who 
normally generates less than 
$250,000 in annual gross sales of 
agricultural or aquatic products
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